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both fresh and marine waters; and 
WHEREAS, many species have been commercially harvested to the point of extinc- 
tion; and 
WHEREAS, this overly exploitive process has involved some of the most valuable 
food fishes of the oceans and corregonid species in the Great Lakes; and 
WHEREAS, the common property concept has allowed free and open entry into the 
nation’s commercial fisheries largely fishing unrestricted as to the amount of fish 
that could be taken; and 
WHEREAS, the ownership of all fish is clearly established as a public trust in the in- 
land waters including the Great Lakes and should be so established in coastal ma- 
rine waters: 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners endorse a limited entry for commercial fish- 
ery that operates on the basis of quotas for harvestable stocks; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Association recommends that each state and 
province holding jurisdiction over the fish in its waters and the federal governments 
in coastal waters adopt a policy to assure the development of a system of optimum 
yields that will guarantee maximum public benefits incorporating both sport fishing 
and commercial food fishing values. 
Resolution 8 
FUNDS FOR WATER BANK PROGRAM 
WHEREAS, nationally important wetland resources continue to be drained and 
filled; and 
WHEREAS, the President of the United States, through Executive Order, termi- 
nated funding of the authorized Water Bank and halted a program designed to pro- 
tect united aquatic areas not maintained through other programs: 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners urges the Congress and the President to pro- 
vide adequate funds for the Water Bank. 
Resolution 9 
ESTABLISHING ADVISORY CONSERVATION COMMITTEES 
AND FUNDING FOR AGRICULTURE—WILDLIFE PROGRAMS 
WHEREAS, Title X, the Rural Environmental Conservation Program of the Agri- 
culture and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 could benefit soil, water, air, fish, wild- 
life, and people significantly if appropriate administrative guidelines are developed 
in close consultation with knowledgeable fish, wildlife and other resource managers 
and if the programs are adequately funded; and 
WHEREAS, Title X directs the Secretary of Agriculture to appoint an advisory 
board on conservation matters (1) in each state and (2) at the national level, follow- 
ing consultation with the Secretary of the Interior; and 
WHEREAS, these state and national advisory boards are to advise the state commit- 
tees established under section 8(b) of the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allot- 
ment Act and the Secretary of Agriculture, respectively, on (1) the types of conser- 
vation measures affecting the Water Bank program that should be approved (2) the 
purchase of perpetual easements on flood plains, shore lands and aquatic areas of 
the Nation, (3) providing long-term upland game cover, and (4) establishing and 
managing approved practices on acreages contracted for multiyear set-aside: 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners urges the Secretary of Agriculture to take 
immediate action to appoint or cause to be appointed the national and state advisory 
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